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multiplication of consulships, and for frequently ap-
pointing men who, it must know, ought not to be
trusted with such large powers, Many Consuls are
appointed simply because they happen to be in the-
country, to which they have come as adventurers,
and their services are cheaper than those of a man.
sent out from England.* Trading is incompatible
with the functions of a Consul exercising foreign
jurisdiction. Levantines, or subjects of the country,
are not only totally unfit for the pdst of consul, but
their appointment is a violation of treaty; neverthe-
less, many such are to be found in the Foreign Office
list. If Consuls are wanted in so many places, and
the means are wanting for appointing proper and
respectable persons, these appointments should be
filled up by persons with the title of consular agents,
without any judicial power, and whose functions
should be limited to correspondence with higher
officials of their Government.

4thly. The Consuls are, in general, on terms of
too  great social intimacy with the subjects  over

* For instance: an individual escaped from a certain country
leaving behind him creditors, some of whom he had ruined; the
debts filed against him amounted to 7715^. 14s. He arrived in
another country, where he managed to get appointed Her Majesty's
Consul, and, aided by his official position, he enriched himself.
His creditors, however, have been unable to obtain any money
from him. This person has retired from the post, after filling it
longer than was good for the country.